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The following letter was written fome time ago, 
~ ; . . 
for the benepit of an amiable fifter, and not intended 
for publication. It was with much reludance, that 
the author, diffident of her abilities, gave us permt/- 
fion to pubiifh it. |} 


LAURINDA To ELIZA. 
Dear Sifter, 


I AM now in a ferious mood, and fhall 
{cribble accordingly. My mind has long been 
employed in reflecting on the gloomy {feaions 
of human exiflence. What is life? it is a 
dream—a bubble, that foon {wells and breaks. 
You, Eliza, will not cenfure me tor indulging 
a little in pentive thought. Were I preparing 
an epiltle for the amuiement of an airy, 
thouhtieds girl, I might, for a moment, dif 
femble livelier feelings, and write in a more 
cheerful {train ; but why ufe diffimulation, 
and efpecially, with a fiiter, whom I tenderly 
love ? As we are clofely allied by the ties of 
nature 3; as our interelts are the jame ; and as 
our difpotitions have ever led us to flrike fimi- 
Jar chords in the harmony of friendfhip, I 
know, that whatever engages the attention of 
one cannot be uninterefting to the other. 

J informed vou, in a late letter, of the tour 
J had taken to the eaitward ; but 1 forgot to 
defertbe the feelings I experienced im paling 
the abode of our deceafed grandfire. Forgot! 
did I fay? It was impotlible for me to jully 
repreient to your mind the fenfations, which a- 
role in my own, at deeing that ancient dwelling. 
You well remember it. It is the place where 
we, in harmieis pleafures, {ported away our 
vears of early lif. But what a change a few 
teatons have created ! The buildings were then 
handiome, though not new, convenient, tho’ 
not magnificent. The orchards, compofed of 
iruit-trees of various kinds, then rifing to ma- 
turity, exhtbited a delightful afpect, and wore 
the iemblance of an earthly Paradife, without 
forbidden fruit. 
the ilender weed and fturdy oak, the humble 


village and the ftablelt empire. Every thing 
« ¢ c 
2 rev ‘ . . ~ ~ 
isnowindeecay. he howle ts disfigured with 
) : ! , A i . 
doofened clapboards and ihingles ; tis windows 
ure broken; its doors unhinged, and the whole 


edilice fo impatred, that it mult foon tumble to 
the ground. The orchards are haftening to 
ditiolntion The trees are now aged; and 


their talliag limbs and mouidering trunks feem 
| 


~ 


then former pofleffor. 

No fooner did I caft my eyes on thefe ob- 
jects, than J faw, in recolle@ion, our pious and 
venerable anceltor, viewing his fields and iu- 
perintendiugy his domeitic concerns. Nothing 
could induce him to relinquith his agricultural 
einployment, but the dutics of religion, which 
he perfortned with an engagednefs, that be- 
I beheld him 


fooke the ‘incerity of his heart. 


But time alike pulls down | 


to bewail, in dumb eloquence, the death of | 


Bu celina 


in the vigor of health, though in the vale of | 


| years, fuddenly attacked by a violent and ir- 
refiftible diforder. His acquaintances and de- 
{cendants aflemble around him. You and I 
mingle in the group of anxious friends. ‘The 
fummons from heaven for his departure ar- 
rives. His malady baffles the efforts of medi- 
cal kill, and all wait the dreadful moment of 
his exit. I fee our now hoary headed fire, 
bending over his parent’s bed, to catch, from 
his quivering, dying lips, a laft, pathetic bene- 
diction.—The impatient fpirit flies—tears flow 
from every eye. Soon I behold the folemn 
proceflion form to confign the cold corfe to its 
{ilent manfion. I trace their flow, but fteady, 
fteps. I fee the laft fad office accomplifhed— 
the body lowers to its clayey bed—I hear the 
cords drawn grating from under it, and the 
graify clods fall harfhly en the coffin’s hd.— 
Such, my dear friend, is the cloie of mortal 
life. Ponder, Eliza, ponder, and tell me, are 
you prepared for fuch an end ? 


LAURINDA. 





/}ORIGINAL MEMOIRS OF BENJAMIN, 


Count oF RuMmForpD. 
(From the Literary Mifcellany.) 
| [Continued trom page firlt. | 


In the year 1769 or 1770, when the lectures 
in experimental philofophy commenced at the 
Univerfity in Cambridge, his friend, who was 

| as fond as Mr. Thompion, of philofophical ex- 
| periments, obtained liberty to attend them, 
through the influence ot fome refpectable gen- 
tlemen of Bofton. When Mr. Thompion 
heard of this peculiar favor, conferred upon his 
{choolmate, he zealouly endeavored to pro- 
cure the fame privilege, and his requeit was 
readily granted. The courfe of leétures, de- 
livered by Profeflor Winthrop, was a rich 
intellectual fealt to their inquititive and hun- 
gry minds. Upon their return to Woburn 
each day on feot from the lectures, they {trove 
by a clumfy apparatus to repeat the experi- 
ments, and often contrived new ones to illuf- 
trate principles, which were the leaft familiar. 
At this time Mr. Thompfon made many ex- 
periments in mechanics, and was very much 
entertained with the operation and fuccefs of 
his attempts to gain a_ practical knowledge of 
the explofive power of gun-powder. Perhaps 
thefe experiments recurred to him, in makin 





thofe upon the fame fubjeé, which he after- 
wards laid before the Royal Society of Great- 
| Britain. 

' Sometime in the year 1772 he went to Brad- 


ford to teach a {chool, where he lived but a few 
months. His next attempt at this bufinefs was at 
Concord on the Merrimac in New-Hamppfhire, 
where he foon found it would be impoflible to 
be ufeful to the world, or gratify his laudible 
ambition to become great. Here he became 
acquainted with Mrs. Rolfe, the widow of Col. 
Rolfe of that place, whom he afterwatds mar. 
ried. With this lady, who was in every re- 








{pe& calculated to pleafe a young and aipiring } 


man, poflefling a great eftate, accompanied 
with refinement and education, he lived about 
two years, by whom he had a daughter.— 
Pleafed with parade and the beau monde, and 
enjoving from the goodnefs of nature all the 
perfonal recommendations, which attract the 
admiration of the world, he never appeared af 
public entertainments, or in fafhionable. circles 
without being refpectfully noticed. _ In an exe 
curfion from Concord to Portimouth, the capi» 
tal of that Province, with his lady to be prefent 
at a military review or fome holiday, his gen- 
teel appearance and manly, ape i: addrets 
attracted the obfervation of many, and among 
others he was particularly noticed by the gov- 
ernor, Wentworth, who invited him to his pare 
ty, and never {poke of Mr. Thompfon but with 
delight. The civil and friendly manner, in 
which he had thus been treated by the Govern- 
or, was not mere etiquette, as was fufficiently 
manifefted a little time afterwards, by havin 
the offer of a Major’s commiffion. . This wie 4 
of elteem and confidence was peculiarly grati- 
fying to Mr. Thompfon, as he poffefled a gen- 
ius and talte for military operations. 

The pleafant and happy days, he pafled at 
Concord, were infufficient to lull his natural 
paffion to engage in the attive icenes of ufeful 
life. Although he enjoyed as much, as any 
man, the amutements of a country town; al- 
though he was fufceptible of the, comforts of 
retirement and a peaceful fire-fide; and al- 
though with his wife, who was affectforately 
attached to him, he might live an honorable 
and independent gentleman, he Jaudibly reiolv- 
ed not to facrifice his bright talents to the mo- 
notonous occupations ot domeltic life. The 
world had charms for him, and his ambitious 
views would never fuffer him to relinquifh the 
idea of enjoying them. This ambition was 
not merely to engage in brilliant fcenes of diffi- 
pation, but to rife in the eftimation of mankind 
by his ufefulnefs, and call forth that applauie, 
which {prings from public love. 


Mr. Thompfon was perhaps, for fo young a 
man, too much attached to greatnefs and fj at 
dor 3 and with a genius, which never duffered 
him to {top fhort of the objet of his purfuit, 
and with a mind fufceptible of impreffions from 
every quarter, he could not fix his attention, 
according to the cool diétates. of common pru- 
dence, upon any uniform line of conduét.— 
From this caufe alone a want of regularity in’ 
his behaviour, impreffions unfavorable to his 
character as a patriot, were made upon the 
minds of his acquaintance at Concord. The 
whig party, as it was then called, in the midf 
of their zeal for the American caule, were too 
apt to conitrnue indifference into a determined 
attachment to the Britifh intereft, and therefore 
we need not wonder that Major Thompfon had 
enemies ; indeed he had many. Thefe fufpi- 
cions at firft were cautioufly concealed, but fi- 
nally burft upon his peaceful retirement, and 
embittered his domeitic happinefs ; and to eafe 
the minds of the people, and to relieve the fear- 
ful apprehenfions entertained by his friends, be 




















thowght it molt advifeable to return to his 
mother at Woburn in November 1774. 

Having been thus driven from his wife, he 
lived with his mother a few months at his na- 
tive {pot, where he {pent the mott of his time in 
reading, and his favorite amufement, philo- 
fophical experiments. Here too the preju- 
dices of the people, warmly engaged in op- 
pofition to the Englith, denied him that 
peace and reft, to which his impartiality en- 
titled him. He wilhed for fome employment, 
in which he might exercife the military talents, 
with which nature had endowed him ; and the 
fufpicions of all, except a few friends, that he 
was inimical to the American intereft deltroy- 
ed all hopes of promotion. He poffefied the 
tourage, ingenuity, and addrefs of an accom- 
plifhed general, and with a confidence, peculi- 
arto himfelf, he could ill brook the neglect, he 
fo unjuftly fuffered. 

Popular opinion is eafily converted into be- 
lief, and this belief, by trivial circumitances 
becomes truth in the minds of the ignorant 
and unthinking. Mr. Thompfon occationally 
went to Bofton during his refidence at Wo- 
burn to examine and accuftom himfelf to the 
military life. Inthe winter of 1774 or 1775 
he remained in Bofton a few weeks, where he 
was made acquaisted with, and was noticed 
by many people, who were perhars fecretly at- 
tached to the Britifh caufe, and particularly 
by General Gage. ‘This connexion, which in- 
volved difagreeable confequences, unthought 
of by Major Thompfon, foon made itfelf known 
among his enemies at Woburn and that neigh- 
bourhood, and no other proof was neceifury to 
convince their prejudiced minds, that he was 
atory. In confequence of this inveterate hat. 
red to tories, his conduct was thoroughly in- 
veltigated by a Court of Enquiry at Woburn 
in the {pring of 1775, where the erroneous 
opinion of his adverlaries was fufficiently thown 
by the refult. He was honorably acquitted 
of any dangerous or even improper conduct— 
This determination of his judges purified him in 
the fight of his opponents, and relieved him 
from a thoufand mortifying embarraflments, 

At the commencement of holtilities between 
the King’s troops and the Americans in April 
1775, Major Thompfon being then at leifure, 
and not believing it prudent to return to his do- 
meflic connexions at Concord, accompanied his 
friend to the camp at Cambridge, and appear- 
ed particularly interefted in the martial ma- 
mcuvresofourarmy. His friend was believed 
to be a flaunch advocate for the rights of the 
American people, and Major Thompfon was 
fafe from perfecution or ungenerous furmiles.— 
Here he amufed himielf with the varicus oc- 
currences in the camp, and cecafionally in- 
dulged his inclination for fhooting. He alfo 
itudied military tactics and the art of tortitica- 
tion, which were his ufual recreations ; for his 
amufcments were always of the maniy, athlet- 
ic, or ufeful kind. 

After pafling afew months amidft the vary- 
ing fcenes of a bufy camp, and witnefling the 
noble exploits of the Americans on the differ- 
ent lines, and fuppofing, that from the proba- 
ble effe& his pait conduct had produced upon 
thofe, whocould make appointments, he fhould 
never be able to participate in the exquifite en- 
joyment of patriotiim ftruggling with oppref- 
fion, and when too it was uncertain, on which 
fide victory would remain, he left the Ameri- 
cans to feek that patronage and fhelter in anoth- 
er country, which was retufed him here. This 
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ftep he made for purfuits very different from 
thofe, which have been imputed to him. In 
October 1775 le went to Newport in Rhode- 
Ifand, where he embarked on board a vetlel, 
whence he failed to Bolton harbor, and in Jan- 
uary following he left the American fhores for 
England. 

From this general view of the conduct of 
Major Thompfon, and his manner of leaving 
America, fome may have received unfavorable 
impreffions of his character. But he had nev- 
er made politics his ftudy, and never perhaps 
ferioufly confidered the origin and progrefs of 
the conteft ; and, if he had fought for employ- 
ment againft his countrymen, he had fufficient 
opportunities of being gratified. But he with- 
ed not to build his fame upon his exploits and 
dexterity in warlike achievments. He withed 
not to facrifice his countrymen, that he might 
thereby become the hero of the Britifh arms.— 
But believing, that the benevolent plans, which 
he has fince adopted, could never be executed 
but under the foftering hand of well directed 
power, he fought a field for the exercife of his 
goodnefs and ingenuity, where they could be 
executed, and where there was the molt obvi- 
ousdemand. In doing this fuccefs had attend- 
ed his feps, and he has erected in the bofom of 
every poor man a temple to gratitude, which 
will endure as long, as benevolence and charity 
fhall be confidered chriftian virtues. 

[To be continued. } 





MATCH-MAKERS. 
From the Ameriean Spectator. 
Officious couplers wantonly engage 
Virtue with Vice, brifk Youth with frosen Aves 
Behold them groan beneath the iron yoke, 
Hail the dear mifchief, and enjoy the jake, 
Hor. Trawsz. 
THOUGH I thall not as yet vouchfafe to 
let the reader {fo far into my fecrets, as to in- 
form him, whethcr [ am married or tingle, it 
may not be amils to acquaint him, that, fup- 
pofing I itill remain a bachelor, it has not been 
the fault of my friends or relations. On the 
contrary, as foon as I was what they call fet- 


tled in the world, they were fo affiduous in | 


aa 


looking out a wife for me, that nothing was 
required on my part but immediately to fall in 
love with the lady they had pitched upon : 
and could I have complied with their feveral 
choices, I fhould have been married at the fame 
time to a tall and a fhort, a plump anda flen- 
der, a young and an old womaa ; one with a 
great deal ot money, and another with none at 


all; each of whom was feverally recommend- 


'ed by them as the propereft perfon in the world 


for me. 

I know aot how it happens, but it is notori- 
ous, that moft people take a pleafure in mak- 
ing matches ; either thinking matrimony to be 
a itate of blits, into which they would charita- 
bly call all their friends and acquaintances ; or 
perhaps ftruggling in the toils, they are defirous 
of drawing others into the net that enfnared 
them. Many matches have been brought a- 
bout between two perfons, abfolute ftrangers 
to each other, through this kind mediation of 
triends, who are always ready to take upon 
them the office of an honorable go-between. 

As we cannot infure happinefs to our friends, 
at the fame time that we help them to huf- 
bands and wives, one would imagine, that few 
would care to run the hazard of beftowing 
mifery, where they meant a kininefs. Iknow 


_ < ~~ Mn 


a good-natured lady, who ha: iouily bro’s 
upon herfelf the ill-will and the curies of many 
of her deareft and moft intimate friends on thar 
very account. She has a filter, for whom the has 
provided a molt excellent huiband, who has 
thewn his affection for her by ipending her 
whole fortune upon his miitreifes : another near 
relation, having by her means, thatched up 2 
rich widow, the bridegroom was arrelted for 
her debts within a week after marriage: and it 
colt her a whole twelvemonth to bring two dot- 
ing lovers of her acquaintance topether, wh 


) 


parted beds before the honey-nioon was expir- 
ed. 

But if our friends will thus condefcend to be 
match makers froma {pirit of benevolence, and 
for our own advantage only ; there are others, 
who have taken up the profeffion from lef dif- 
intereited motives ; who bring beauty and for- 
tune to market, and traffic in all the accom- 
plifhments that can make the married {tate hiap- 
py. Ihave known many droll accidents hap- 
pen from the miftakes of thefe mercenary per- 
fons; and remember one in particular, which I 
thall here fet down for the entertainment of my 
readers. 

A careful old gentleman came to town in, 
order to murry his fon, and was recommended 
by one of thefe couplers to a twenty thoufand 
pounder, He accordingly put on his bett wig, 
beit beaver, and gold buttoned coat, and went 
to pay his refpects to the lady’s mother. He 
told her, that he had not the pleafnre of being 

known to her ; but as his fon’s quiet depended 
upon it, he had taken the liberty of waiting on 
her : in fhort, he immediately broke the matter 
to her, and informed her, that his boy had feen 
her daughter at church, and was violently in 
love with her ; concluding, that he would do 
very handfomely for the lad, and would make 
it worth her while to have him. The old lady 
thanked him fér the honour he intended her 
family ; but fhe fuppofed, to be fure, as he ap- 
peared to bea prudent and fenfible gentleman, 
‘he would expe@& a fortune anfwerrble. ‘Say 
nothing of that, fay nothing of that,’ interrupt- 
ed the Don : 
it fhould not break any {quares between us.’— 
‘Pray, Sir, how much does the world fay ? 
replied the lady. ‘Why, Madam, I fuppoie 
j the has not leis than twenty thoufand pounds.’ 
i¢Not fo much, Sir,’ faid the old lady very 
| cravely.-—* Well, Madam, I fuppofe then it may 
be nineteen, or--or—only eighteen thoufand 
pounds’—* Not fo much, Sir.’—* Well, well, 
perhaps not: but ifit was only feventeen thout- 
and.’-—* No, Sir.’—* Or fixteen.’—* Or (we 
mult make allowances) perhaps but fifteen 
' thoufand.’—* Not fo much, Sir.’ Here enfued 
ha profound filence for near a minute ; when 
| the old gentleman, rubbing his foreliead— 
‘Well, Madam, we mut come to fome conclu- 


Pray, is it lefs than fourteen thouland ? 
How much more is it than twelve thoufand ?’ 
© Lefs, Sir.“-—* More than ten thoutland ?— 
‘Not fo much, Sir.’~—* Not fo much, Madam ?’ 
| —* Not fo much.’—* Why, if itis lodged in the 
funds, confider, Madam, intereit is low, vers 
low : but as the boy loves her, trifles fhall not 
partus. Has the goteightthoufand pounds ?” 
—‘ Not fo much, Sir.’—* Why then, Madam, 
pethaps the young lady’s fortune may not be 
above fix—or five thouland pounds.’—* Notr- 
ING LIKE IT, S1x.’——At thefe words the old 
gentleman {tarted from his chair, and running 

ut of the room—‘ Your fervart, your fervant : 
my fon is a fool; and the fellow, who recom- 


‘ Thave heard—but if it was leis, 
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Narure’s care oF ANIMALS. 


The hor‘e, the deer, and birds, double their 
-overing in the beginning of the cold feafon, 
and /bed it in the {pring when a warm garment 
is nO longer ferviceable.— Che beaver removed 
to the higher latitudes exchanges its fur, and 
the fheep its wool, for a coarie hair, to allow of 
the efcape of heat. The coarfe and black fhag, 
of the bear, on the contrary, is converted in the 
arctic regions into the finelt and whitelt fur fo 
retain the vital fame. —In thort, the fottnefs and 
dentity of hair in animals feems always in pro- 
pertion to the coldnefs of the country. lhe 
Canadian and Ruffian furs are therefore better 
than the furs of climates rarther removed from 
the north. It is well known that the fur of the 
ermine is the molt valuable of any hitherto dif- 
covered : and it is in winter only that this little 
animal has it of the proper colour and confift- 
ence. Nature has provided fome animals 
with another refource ; when the feafon be- 
comes too cold for their conttitutions, they 
fleep, or emigrate into warmer climates. 

THEORY OF THE EARTH. 

[ 4Imong the numerous theories, which have been 
formed of the earth, perhaps Burner's 
fanciful and ridiculous. 
‘of Dre Gososita. | 


he give it in the words 
o 


His Sacred Theory, as he calls it, deferibing 
the changes whiclt the earth has undergone, or 
fhall hereafter undergo, is well known for the 
warmth with which it is imagined, and the 
weakaefs with which it is reaioned ; for the 
eleyaace 0: its ftyle, and the meanneds of its 
phuoiophy. ‘Lhe earth, fays he, before the 
deluge, was very differently formed from what 
itisat prelent: it was, at firit, a fluid mais; a 
conipoled of various fubitances, diifering 
both in deniity and figure: thofe which were 
molt heavy, funk to the centre, and tormed, in 
the middle ot our giebe, au hard foiid body; 


tiie 


chaos 


thofe of a lighter nature, remained next ; and 
the waters, which were lighter till, fwam upon 
iis furface, and covered the earth on every fide. 
The air, and all thofe fluids, which were lighter 
than water, Hoated upon this allo; and, tn the 
iuine manner, encompailed the globe; fo that, 
berween the futrounding body of waters, and 
he circumambient air, there was formed a coat 
of of, and other unctuous fubitances, lighter 
han water. lowever, as the air was (till ex- 
trcmely impure, and muit have cariied up with 
si taany of thofe earthy particles with which it 


once Was Intimateiv bended, tt loon began to 
" = 


t 


deiecate, and to depcte thefe particles upon the 
ony turtece already mentioned, which foon 
uniting together; the earth and o:! formed that 
eruit, Which foon became an habitable furface, 


viving lite to veeeration, and 
mals, 


dwelling to anl- 


. 


ree : . " 

Chis mHaAK NAT rnredilius man abode Wis very 
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Aterrane $e ‘ + : - ’ ‘ 
iftereat irom what we fee it at orefent. he 
‘ * 4 J “a - 
pe a ae ae RE Se ae eta tee ae cr 
eaTth was light andrich ; and formed of a fub- 


Le a Pa . P x e 
sunce enuirciy adamed to the feeble fate of 


incipient vegetation: it was an uniform plain, 
every where covered with verdure ; without 
mountains, without feas, or the fmalleft ine- 
qualities. It had no difference of feafons, for 
bs equator Was in the plain of the ecliptic, or, 
wy other words, it turned directly oppofite to 


*. 4 
Wit hy 


the inn, io that tt enjoyed one perpetual and 

ere w rt ity ° Ke 

axiuuant fpring. However, this delightful 
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is the moft | 


Then ladies and gent’s, if to marriage mclin’d, 
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face of nature did not long continue the fame ; 
for, after a time, it began to crack and open in 
fiffures ; a circumftance which always fucceeds 


|; when the fun dries away the moifture, from 


rich or marfhy fituations. The crimes of man- 
kind had been, for fome time, preparing to 
draw down the wrath of Heaven ; and they, 
at length, induced the Deity, to defer repair- 
ing thofe breaches in nature. Thus the chafm 
of the earth, every day, became wider, and, at 
length, they penetrated to the great abyfs of 
waters; andthe whole earth, in a manner, fell 
in. ‘Then enfued a total diforder, in the uni- 
form beauty of the firft creation, the terrene 
furface of the globe being broken down: as it 
funk, the waters gufhed out into its place ; the 
deluge becamé univerfal ; all mankind, except 
eight perfons, were punithed with deltruction, 
and their pofterity condemned to toil upon the 
ruins of defolated nature. 





COMPENDIUM OF NEWS. 





Tie number of Students, who received the degree 
of A. B. at the different Colleges and Univerfities in 
New-England, in 1805. 

At Middlebury, 16—Burlington, 3—Dart- 
mouth, 28—Harvard, 47—Williams’, 26— 


| Providence, 28—Yale, 4o—Total, 188. 





Do&or N. Smiru, the Medical Profeffor, at 
Dartmeuth College, is now confined to his 
room with a fever. In confequence of his ill- 


ineis, the Medical Leétures will probably cnm. 


mence, at leaft, two or three weeks latcr than 
the time propoled. 


The Ohio Herald informs, that a young 


gentleman has arrived in that quarter, who | 


intends to beftow his time and attention on the 
fubjet of the hiftory of that quarter, trom its 
earliclt fettlement, to this period. 
Pennington’s extenfive fugarrefiméry was 
dettroyed by fire, in Philadelphia, on the 21ft 
ir.— Lots eltimated at 50 or 60,000 dollars. 


QUEBECK, Aveuft 17. 

A fngular Sucide——he tollowing is as tlrik. 
ing an inftance of a deliberate a& of defpera- 
‘ion, as we recollectto have met with :—On 
Wednefday the 7th init. a labourer of the 
name of Robitaille, of this city, borrowed a 
gun for the purpote, as he faid, of killing a fox ; 
when he went and deg a grave on the plains, 
near the defcent to Wolfe’s Cove, made his 
coffin, placed the coffin in the grave, and him- 
felf in the coffin; where he contrived, by fixing 
the muzzle to his brealt, to fhoot himielf. It 
was not till fome days after that he was found 
dead in the fituation defcribed. It is faid that 
lhe was iubject to fits of lunacy. 








A SONG—er Dizpin. 


A Batchelor leads an eafy life, 
Few folks that are wed live better ; 
A man may live weil witha very good wife, 
But the puzzle is how to get her; 
lor there’s pretty good wives, and there’s pret- 
ty bad wives, 
And wives neither one thing or t’other ; 
And as for thofe wives, who fcold ali their lives, 
l’d fooner wed Adam’s grandmpther. 





May thofe who are 


May deceit nor ill humor ne’er trap ye! 





7 
And thofe who are married live happy. 
Then fome chufe their ladies for eafe or grace, 
Or a pretty turn’d foot as they’re walking ; 
And fome chufe for figure and fome for face, 
But very few chufe’em for talking. 
Now as to the wife I could follow thro’ life, 
Tis fhe who can {peak fincerely ; 
Who not over nice can give good advice; 
And love a good hufband dearly. 7 
So, ladies and gent’s, when to wedlock inclin’d, 
May deceit or ill humour ne’er trap ye! 
May thofe who are fingle find wives to their 
mind, 
And thofe who are married live happy. 








To Corresponpents &3 Reapers. 


| In the laf part of the fecond volume of the 
Tablet, we printed a poem “ On Science,” 
| which was tranfmitted to us for an original, 
| unpublithed produ@ion. .We have lately. dif- 
covered, that it was written, by Mr. Daniel 
Thomas, and pronounced in Middleborough, 
Mafs. before the Philandrian Society. — It is 
printed in a pamphlet, with an oration deliv- 
ered at the fame time. And our correfpond- 
ent has the honor, the undivided honor of neatly 
tranfcribing the poem, and having it publithed 
as the effution of his own intelleét ! 

A. Z’s. ingenious lines fhall be inferted in 
our next number. 

We are waiting, with fome anxiety, for the 
continued literary affliltance of *‘ The Caterer,’ 
‘ Senex,’ ‘ Diego,’ * Lionos,’ * Philo,’ * Y.’ ¢ S.’ 
‘ Difcos T'antalos,’ and feveral other writers, 
who contributed much to the ornament and 
utility of our _focond volume. 








Thofe gentlemen, who received fubfcription 
papers for the Literary Tablet, and have pro- 
cured any fubfcribers, are requefted to return 
the papers immediately, or forward to the 
Printer the fubfcriber’s names. | 


' 





SS 





* Thrice happy they, in pure delights, 
Thom love with mutual bonds unites, 
Unbroken ly complaints or jlrife, 
Aid binding each to cach for life. 


| 


MARRIED; . 

At Scituate, Mr. Samuel Eells, of Hanover; 
Mail. to Miis Rutha Tower. In Philadelphia, 
Mr. William Whats, pilot, to Mifs Suian Houfe 
—aiter a tedious courtthip of ten minutes. )—In 
Bolton, Mr. Saruel Drew, to Mis Lucretia 
Bray. Mr. Samuel Vaughan, jun. to Mifs 
Elizabeth Brown. Capt. Francis C. Butler, to 
Mifs Frances C. Burt. In Ambherft, ‘Thomas 
Jamefon, Efg. of Goffstown, to Mifs Iabella 
M’Gaw. In Walpole, Mr. David Stone, to 
Mifs Hannah Bellows. At Bellows’ Falls, 
Mr. Leverett Tuttle, to Mifs Cynthia Page. 


Tis but a night, a long and moonlefs night, 
ie make the grave our bed, and then are gone.” 


DIED, 

In Sunderland, (Eng.) Mr. Edward. Law- 
fon, aged 06. At Wafhington city, Mr. John 
Hodgkinfon, the celebrated Comedian. 

In Boiton, Benjamin Davis, Ef. aged 77. 
Deacon Gibbins Sharp, aged go. Mr. James 
T. Loring, aged 28. 

At Canaan, fuddenly, Mrs. Greely, wife of 
Mr. Shubael Greely, aged 26. 

In this town, a child of Mr. David Hurlbutr, 





frelo oer wives to their 


mind, 


and a child of Mr. Winflaw Warren—both of 


' the dyfentery. 
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FOR THE LITERARY TABLET. 





SYRENA. 


THE nymph of Souhegan doth weep, 
The mutes her tate fhall deplore ; 

The youth of her heart lies afleep, 
Alas! and he waketh no more. 


Philander was handfome and young, 
His genius exceeded by few ; 

The expreflions, which fell from his tongue, 
Were elegant, noble and true. 


Syrena was fair as the day ; 
Her cheeks you’d miftook for the rofe ; 
Her eyes were both fprightly and gay, 
Much beauty and wit they difclos’d. 


Her manners were gentle and mild, 
Each motion attended with grace ; 

She icarce {poke a word but a {mile 
Adorned her beauteous face. 


I faw them, one morning in May, 
Walk forth by the tide of the itream ; 

The Finches fang {weet from the {pray ; 
The union of hearts was their theme. 


I had fet myfelf down in the grove 
Unheeded, they paffed me bye ; 

The vows of their mutual love 
Echo’d thro’ the air to the fky. 


But long ere the clofe of the day, 
A fever attacked the youth, 

* And death call’d his {pirit away’ 
To manfions of heavenly truth. 


Syrena was frantic with grief ; 
All methods to foothe her were vain, 
Till her tears gave her bofom relief, 
And eas’d for a moment her pain. 


Now heaves from her bofom a figh ; 
Thofe rofes are wet with a tear, 

Which the rays of the morn cannot dry, 
Which the fong or the dance cannot cheer. 


Confole her ye nymphs of the plain ; 
Our pity may foften her woe, 
While the fighs for the lofs of the fwaia, y 
Our tears for Syrena {hall flow. 
EUGENIO. 


FOR THE LITERARY TABLET. 


CONTENTMENT. 


CONTENT ! thou {weet celeftial gueft, 
Refide within this troubled breaft, 
Nor let me e’er repine ; 
Secure of thy foft radiant {miles, 
The fear of fickle fortune’s wiles, 
With pleafure I refign. 


Thou ever {mooth’ft life’s rugged road, 

Thou light’neit mis’ry’s heavy load, 
And cheer’ft the peafants’ cot. 

May thy foft influence cheer my heart, 

And peace tomy fad foul impart, 
Submiflive to my lot. 

Though man may frown and look fevere, 

That Gop, who knows my heart fincere, 
Will teach mie to rely 





THE LITERARY TABLET. 





Not on the cares of earthly friends 
Alone, but him who comtort fends 
To-all beneath the fky. 
ALOUETTE. 





FOR THE LITERARY TABLET. 


Mr. Ors anno, 


If you think the following worthy infer- 
tion in the Tablet, pleale to accept it as a 
{mall favour, from your friend, : 


Witrtam at the grave of Anna. 


THE day had fled and Nature’s paufe was 
made, 

The crefcent moon and twinkling ftars ap- 
pear’d; 

When William near fair Anna’s relics ftay’d, 

Breath’d out his moan—to Anna long en- 
dear’d : 


“‘ Ye holy Pow’rs! O guard this facred fhrine, 
“Where Anna’s alhes lie ; 

“‘ Let tears bedew her fleeping duft, with mine, 
“ Dropp’d from an Angel’s eye. 


* Let faireft flow’rets gather round her urn, 
“And nought her peace molett ; 

‘* Let weeping friends their tokens give in turn, 
* For Anna truly bleit. 


“ Let fmiling youths, like her, their lofs deplore, 
* And figh that Anna’s gone ; 

Let lifping babes, and William think no more, 
“¢ She ever can return, 


‘© Let age-worn fires their hoary locks beftrew, 
* While leaning o’er her grave ; 
“ And fouls, who never piercing forrows knew, 
“‘ A place for friendthip crave.” 
HERMES. 


REVIEW. 


PVE feen, though but a child in years, 
Life’s journey rather tough, 

But yet, that half our hopes and fears, 
Are fhammy things enough. 


I’ve feen the fimple rule the wife, 
The coward awe the brave ; 

Age, feeble age, ftern death furvive, 
While youth fuppli’d the grave. 


I’ve feen the fons of fortune fail, 
And end their days in rags ; 
Want’s meagre offspring fhun the jail, 
And boaft their golden bags. 


I’ve feen ambition, clad in arms, 
Fly to the field of Mars ; 

And vet’rans, proud of war’s alarms, 
Ambitious of their fears. 


I’ve feen the fpendthrift wafte his ftore, 
His comrades to maintain ; 

The mifer fternly bolt his door, 
And want implore in vain, 


I’ve feen the path of folly ftrown 
With all the flowers of tafte, 

While the lone walk of virtue fhown, 
A folitary watfte. 


I’ve feen how folly’s hope decays 
With life, as years increafe ; 

Pve feen the chriftian end his days, 
And lo! hisend was peace. 








All this I’ve feen, and fad experience fhows 
(A truth once difbeliev’d, but now confefs’d ) 

When born, we lift to war with cares and woes 
And he deferves them leaft, who bears them 


beft. A. Z. 
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WIFE, CHILDREN & FRIENDS. 
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(By Mr. Spencer, fon of the Duke of Marl- 
borough. ) 


WHEN the black-letter’d lilt to the gods was prefented, 
(The litt of what fate for eacn mortal intenas) 
Ac the long ttring of ills a kind angel relented, 
Aod flipp’d in three bleflings—Wife, Childrea and 
Friends. 


In vain angry Lucifer {wore he was cheated, 
For juttice divine could not compals its ends ! 
The icneme of man’s fall, he maintain’d, was defeated, 
For earth becomes heav’n, with— Wife, Children and 
Friends, 


If'the Rock of our biifs is in ftranger hands vefted, 
The tunds ill-fecur’d oft in bankruptcy ends ; 
But the heart iffues bills which are never provetted, 
When drawn on the firm of—Wife, Chiidren and 
Friends. 


Cho’ valor fill glows in his life’s waning embers, 
ihe death-wounded tar, who his col ur defends, 
Drops a tear of regre:, as he dying, remembers 
How blett was his home with—White, Children and 
Friends. 


The foldier whofe deeds Jive immortal in fory, 
Whom duty to far diftant latitudes fends, 
Wich tranfport would barter whole ages of glory 
For one happy day with— Wite, Chiidrea and Fricads, 


Though fpice-breathing gales o’er his caravan hover, 
And round him Arabia's whole fragrance defcends, 
The merchant ftill thinks of che woodbinesthat cover, 
The bower where he fat with— Wife, Children and 
Friends. 


The day-fpring of youth, ftill unclouded by forrow, 
Alove on itfelf for enjoyment depends ; 
But dim is the twilight of age, if it borrow 
No warmth from the {miles of —Wife, Children and 
Friends. 


Lettbe breath of renown ever frethen and nourith 
The laurel whith o’er her dead favorite bends ; 
O’er him wave the willow, which only cao 4 -anth 
When ‘’dew’d with the tears cf —Wite, Children and 
Friends. 


Let us drink !— for my fong, growing graver and graver, 
To fubjetts too folemn infenfibly tends ; 
Let us drink !-—pledge me high !—love and beauty will 
flavor 


The glafs which I fill to— Wife,Children and Friends 


And it, in the hope this fair ifland to plunder, 
The tyrant of France to invade us pretends, 
How his legions will fhrink, when our arm’d freemen 
thunder 
The war fong of Britons,—Wife, Children and 
Friends. 


ANECDOTE. 

AT a late examination of the fenior clafs, 
ina college, a young man conftrued the fols 
lowing line in Horace, “ Exegi monumentum 
ere perennius,” (which is in Englifh, “I have 
finihed a monument more lafting than brafs) 
thus: “ J have eaten a monument harder than brafs. 
One of the truftces immediately replied, “ Well, 
Sir, I think you had better fit down and digett 
i.” 
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